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Bei ense or Teas on can conceive 
And for mysterious things of Heaven, rely _ 
On the Proponent., Heavens authority. 
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"Pais upon. a subject of general cons 
cern to Manhind , it may appear both pre- 
sumptuons, and illjudged to call the rea- 
ders attention to my own qualifications ,. 
and character, I feel it however necessary, 
iu order to justify myself for treating a 
subject, 80 complicated in its nature and 
so important in its consequences; to state 
as briefly as possible, those circumstan=- _ 
ces, which accidentally have contributed 
by 3 render me peculiarly adapted to mL 
task Which I have undertaken. _ TS. | : 
An early. acquaintance with the divi- . 
ne principles of religion, a stedfast Powe: | © 
suasion of the truth of those mysteries, 
which the arrogance of modern philosophy 
bas so frequently, though ineffectually at- 
tacked, and above all, a thorough know- 
ledge of those points, which the presump= 
tnous have.long been accustomed to dis- 
pute, but which to the eye of discernment 
are the essential foundations of the Chris- 
tian dispensation, and which form in rea- i 
lity the basis and streagh of that beauti- e 
ful superstrueture; An early instruction 2. 1 
I say, upon these heads had long prepa- 
red my mind for the reception of doctri- 
nes, however extraordinary; , and taught 


Eo 
me the insnfliciency of the human under- 
standing when applied to the investigation 
ol those truths, which divine wisdom has 
vouchsafed to reveal. Impressed with the 

importance of doctrines , upon which not- 
hing less than our ſhtore bappiness de- 
pends, and actuated by a desire of acqui- 
ring upon a subject so interesting to Man- 
kind all the light, of which the limited fa- 
cCulties of our nature aresusceptible „I de- 
termined dispassionately to enquire into 
the merits of a controversy , which after 
having been treated with a levity peculiar 
to the present age, is at length likely to 
be considered, with an attention , pro- 
portioned to the magnitude of the ques- 
tions, which: it necessarily involves. The 
steady perseverance 6f M.r Brothers in 
| | _ asserting the influence of a divine spirit, 
I accompanied. with a humility in the exer- 
3 ceeise of his mission, a purity in his morals, 
and a simplicity in all his prophecies, to- 
- gether with a singular coincidence of all 
Hs | . hs circumstances of his life, Person, and 
3 doctrines with the predictions of Scriptures. 
would have been sufficient to inspire the 
YA reverence and submission of one less open 
to the interpoaitions. of divine Merey, than 
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As it is not the object pr? the prezent 
Sie to elucidate by any arguments, 
the truth of a system, which founded on 


divine revelation, and aided by superna- 


tural interference must ere long command 
the veneration of Mankind, I shall leave. 
to abler pens the enumeration of those pas- 


sages of Seriptute, and the indications of 
those circumstances in M.r Brothers's his- 5 
tory, which bear down all objections with 
the irrefragable force of actual demonstra- 


tion; and Ishall confine myself to the con- 
8ideration of those arguments, which some 


have had the weakness to advance, of whom ; 
charity should induce us to believe, that 
they had not examined the nature of their 
own reasoning z nor perceived the lengths, 5 


to which their conclusions must lead them. 


Suffice it to remark, that argument is not 


the proper vehicle for divine truths, that 
nothing but the most extravagant pride; 7 
and most impious presumption could. in- 
duce any one to expect Almighty wisdom, 
to appeal to the inferior tribunal of ou 

weak and sublunary reason, and further- 
more, that Læxperience has Sine in the 
propagation of the Gospel, that revelatiön. 
is superior to the inadequate props of Hu- 
8 man wit, that it ä its way by 1 its so 
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irresistible light, and spurns the assistan- 


ce of 80 feeble and so precarious an ally. 


It was not to be expected in an age, 


which has seen the tenets of our 70 ri 


sed the worship of our saviour abandoned 
by a large, and powerful nation, and which 


is characterised by as great a negligence 


of religions „as moral duties, that the, 


diculed, and insulted, which has witnes- | 


- merits of M.r Brothers's mission should 


. 
meet with an immediate, and impartial 


discussion; and less Was it to be hoped, 


that a revelation , which neither courted 5 


the powerful, „ nor seduced the needy, 
which was neither flattering ro the pas- 
sions of the many, nor instrumental to the, 


armbition of the few., should command at 


once the belief of those who were Chris- 


tians by name, and by habit rather than 
by character, and conviction, and who far 
from being ripe for the admission of new, 
truths, were scarcely oompeteut to judge 
of the old. They therefore who were ac- 


quainted with the presumptuous pride of 


Mankind, the self sufficiency of the pre- 


sent age, the obstinhey of theologians , 


and the arrogance of philosophers, while. 


they lamented the miserable effects of the, 


Poereraity,. of the human a un, in 
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he incults and ontrages of Mr Brothers, 
Could not be astonished at the general fe- 
| Juctance of such Christians and such times 
to acknowledge, his authority and submit s 
his decisions. A firm reliance on the meaus 
of the Almighty,and a thorough conviction _ 
of M.r Brothers's inspiration afforded to 
Them no small consolation under the taunts 1 
of the ignorant, and the ridicule of the 
thoughtless; and they marked with secret 
but sincere satisfaction every step of this 
new revelation in its certoid though tardy | 
| Hrogrens to unte reception: gu Be Trung - 
spirit of the scriptures they felt that were 
not the prophecies of God they would not 
Stand, but that if they were, neither the 
folly, the prejudice, nor the wickedness of. = 
man would be sufficient to arrest them in _—_ 
their career. Hence (with the NC ENS 1 
such as were commanded by divine author 
' rity through M.r Brothers, to promulgate 
Bis doctrines and assert his inspications) . 
they awaited in calm submission the event 
ol his prophecies, and the universal preva- 
lueence of his system; They . would never 
presumed to have to have wielded theie 
Lebe and inadequate weapons in the des —_ 
Fence of him Whose word was shfficient cs | 
dismay the united force of all that human +. oY 
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pftetend to illustrate his doctrines, and 
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reason could collect, or human insolence ens 


dea vour to direct for the purpose of impe-_ 
ding his progress or counteracting his de- 
Signs - But however prepared they might | 


be to encounter the difficulties, which the 
peculiar circumstances of the present age 
Seemed to offer to the propagation of M. t 
Brothers's doctrines , they had yet reliany 


ce enough in the pure morals, and pro- 


found learning of the British clergy , to 
induce them to hope that every eircums- 
tance relating to this extraordinary per- 
Sonage would from them at least meet with 


an impartial. and dispassionate investiga- 
tion: They expected from the teachers if 


not from the followers of the Christian re- 


velation, that a question so nearly convec- 
ted with our established faith, would have 
experienced a discussion, in which a pious 
awe, and a religious decency would have 


been preserved ; and they trusted that 


those, who professed a conviction of the 
divine truths of our system, and a calm, 
and Christian resignation to the will of 
our Redeemer, would treat with reveren- 
ee, and respect any fellow creature, who 
should address them in his name, and auy 


prophecies, or comments, which should 
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| ronfier the 8 of his sacred . But i 
alas! how has the event deceived their 


hopes! How has the conduct of the Bei- 


3 tish Clergy, belied these char itable PC 


ctations! Me Brothers, has experienced at 


the hands of the pastors of nnen the 
ame treatment, to Which the, 
thor of our religion was exposed from the 
Jeuishi priesthood: His doctrines, were scof- 


feed at, his person reviled, and the same 
arguments either maliciously, or ignoran- 


tly employed by the sons ofthe. Church 


against Mr Brothers, which haye been 


so vehemently urged, and so triumphant- 
-ly repeated by the enemies f Christiani- 
-fy > as tending; to subvert the first prinei- 
ples of our faith, and undermine the fül- 
damental truths; of our religion. Were an 


unconcerned spectator to view them hur- 


ling those weapons, long since forged by 


the most impious Authors, aud. employed 


divine Au- 


upon the most profane occasions, against 
the mission of Mr Brothers, Weapons, 


which, if weak, were ineffectual and un- 


deserving the sanction of men of candor 
and wisdom, and, if strong, might be di- 


rected, and had been long since directed 
not against a particular branch of or 


1 * not. a 


4 * WW, 


a> 


\ 


ainst an een Tete, ; 


Aa 2 separate! „and distinct instance f 
divine interposition, but against the very 
body and substance of the Christian reli- 
Sion, against the divine mysteries upon 
which it is founded, against the authority 
of Christ himself, the evidence of the re- 
velation, and the efficacy of redemption: 
were he to witness them taking shelter 
from the overbearing conviction which at- 
tends Mr Brothers, in the very holds, to 
which the most subtle Sceptics, aud most 
audacious infidels have in all ages had re- 
course, as their last and most impregna- 
ble e Would he hot naturally be 
led to suspect that, under the specious ap- 
pearance of allies, they were acting the in- 
sidious part of concealed enemies, and that 
while they affected to be directing their 
efforts against one they were pleased to 
term an impostor, they were in fact carrying 
on a war with the fixed eternal and un- 
alterable principles of our divine religion? 
God forbid that I should attribute to these 
Gentlemen so diabolical an intention! But 
peed with horror at the tendency of 
their arguments, I feel it a duty para- 
mount to all my respect for their chata- 
eter, and profession to call the attention 
of the public to the dangerous nature of . 


Mankind may be pee into . diffe- 5 


their reasoning, and to warn the unheedy 
of the alarming lengths to which this mo- 
de of confuting Mr Brothers would ulti- 
wately lead them - The pamphlet, which 
it is more particularly my objeet to exa- 
mine is one written by Doctor Horne under — 
the name of Sound argument dictated ß | 
common sense, a'title which-savours more N x 
of that hotbed of impiety the French aca - 
demy, of the pupils of Voltaire, and of the 
school of Bolingbroke, than of the loyal 
and pious University ws wes it renne 
to be the offspring. N 
The evidence of eur e redev= N 
mers being the son of God and saviour off 
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1. The See conviction icing "as 4 

the novelty, and-puricy of bis doctrines, 

2. The accomplishment of Several an- 

ciebt S$ropheviext in his person, 1 

3. The subsequent nocomplichwent oft F 

the- Prophecies uttered by: himself J and 

| b eee 

ei chaine miracles. — performs idle: | _ _ | 

upon earth of: in the en ene a OM 
Men. FCC l 8 „ 

. e as to the fray the object of Mr 

” Yrothers being profe sedly the glory of his! 


share not che glory und inspiration, shares 
at least the fate of our blessed redee mera 
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redeemers name, and the illustratioof his 
doctrines, he cannot claim any adoration 


from internal evidence, and must depend 
entirely upon such, as a contemplation of- 
his history, and conduct willisuggest. The 


importance of Mr Brethers's mission nei- 
ther is, nor professes to be so great, as 


that of our blessed Saviour: it is not the- 


refore to be expected that the allusions to 
him in the Holy soriptures should be so 


frequently repeated, oe so anxiously en- 


forced as those relating to the son of God. 


But that they are neither equivocal, nor 


unfrequeat, Mr Halhead in his elaborate, 
and devout performance has sufficient 

shewn. To these however the adversaries 
of Mr Halhead have objected with aspe- 
rity, they have treated his explanations 
with detision, and reiterated their coarse 
confutations with an indecent triumph * 


and an astonisbing presumption. Is Mr 
Brothers singular in his fate? Is Mr Hal- 


head the only a postle of God that has been 
ridiculed er. and reviled ? - No, this 
extraordinary personage together with his 
learned, and venerable expounder, iche 


his evangelists, apostles, and Saints. It 


9 


e 


remains for us to examine how far th 
mode of illtreatment, which he has expe- 
rienced, corresponds with: thats, to Which 
the meek author of our religion submit 
ted, and whieh every honest Cbristiaa 
hears with indignation n 
MI Halb ead; in imitation of his group 


model St. Matthew, begins by citing the 
passages of 'scriprure, Which se m to mark 


out Me Brothers as a prophet of God, and 


an inspired man, acting under the influens . 
ce of a divine, and superior agent. In 
answer to these quotations from scriptu- 
re, Doctor Horne (and with Doctor Hor- 


„ne all the enemies of Mr Brothers) adopts 


a line of argument, which he seems to 
consider as triumphantly: unanswerable',. 


forgetting that it is the favorits:mods purs 
sued by the profane, and unbe 
secutors of our creed. He pretends in some 
instances, that the propheeies are alrendy 
fulfilled in the person of Christ or some 
prophet antecedent to him. Thus he endea⸗ 


vours to prove that, in the book of Esdras, 


and from the third, and fourth chapter: of 
Aoets , it is Christ and not Brothers is pre- 


qdieted. It was in the same impious strain 


that the quotation in the last verse of the, 
— — of —— ns 


ieving per- 
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by some French Free thinker to Samson 
or Samuel rather than Christ. » He shall 
be called a Nazarene » (a) chose, says 
this profane Author, qu'avoit etè dite de 
Sanson de Samuel & c. et qui ne pouvoit 
S*entendre de Jesus Christ. Sometimes he 
endeavours to maintain that the words of 
the prophecy. are vague, the passages quo- 
ted obscure, and the interpretation of them 
forced, and unconvineing. I leave to Doc- 
tor Horne the glory of having detected the 
obscurity of the Scriptures and the vague- 
ness of the prophets ; Iracither envy nor 
admire his $0und arguments nor the dicta- 
tes of his cummon sense, when they lead 
him to conclude that the language of the 
inspired is inexplicit, and the meaning of 
the Almighty intricate; I leave to him 
the credit which will result from his dis- 
covery of the facility that every weak man 
may y wy in perverting the largess of God 
We eee. and I congratulate him upon 
the insufficiency he perceives in the book. 
of the Lord to the purposes for which; it 
was mene A. ee 0 Lam not an- 
£243: ©2434 hab 2 gt 4 
RON 45 expression en was applied 
10 Samson Samuel &c. and which could, 
not be understood of Jesus Christ. 
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_ *xious to sbare his honor; I cannot-attris 
bute to bim the praise of ori ginality; such 


are the arguments used by the impious 


Voltaire, such are the remarks which pole 
-Jate the profane pages of Bolingbroke. To 


them the old testament is intricate, and 


the new contradictory, they saw in the 


promises of our Lord to (u) Abraham the 


same vague style of which Doctor Horne 
Lomplaius in the significations of Me Bro- 


ther; as he maintains that; » the words 


-behold there shall be one coming up from 


"the sea, are scarcely applicable to Mr 
Brothers, and, if applicable to him, are 
| equally. $0 to. ade who have entered the 


same profession, so they pretended that 


the quotation in (3) St. Matthew of Tuill 


call my son from out of Egypt was with 
difficulty to be applied to Jesus Christ, 
and was equally applicable to the nume- 
Tous families of Jews who travelled between 
Egypt and Palestine. They were impious 


| enough to suspect that the voice, lame 


tation, and mourning of Rachel weeping 


for ber children in Rama could not be 
dee into the massacre aan the: inno- | 
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cents or the flight into Egypt, and they com 5 


cluded their profane remarks and irreve: 
rent comments, with that conviction, upon 
which Doctor Horne seems so indeceutly 


to pride himself, viz that any person might 


pervert the passages of the Holy Bible to 
answer private purposes, particularly the 


parts allegorical and figurative. Does Doc- 


tor Horne, do the Members of the esta- 
blished church, do the supporters of the 


Christian revelation deny that in these al- 


legorical passages, many predictions, of 
dur Saviour were contained? The inseru- 


table will of the Almighty ordained that 
the greater part of the promises delivered 


to the Jews of the coming of our redeemer, 
should be conceived in lofty expressions, 
and figurative modes of speech. Whether 


it was his divine intention by this, to leave 


some room for the merit of faith, or whether 


it was agreable to the hidden desigus of 


his Almigbry will, to conceal this impor- 


tant event in some degree from the en- 
quiries of the Jews; certain it is that, 
that unfortunate Nation, attached like 
Doctor Horne to the letter of the sacred 
Scriptures , expected in the Messiah, a 
powerful Monarch, a> King crowned with 


worldly glory, who should lead his s en : 


wk victory aud aonquent to naiverenl ; 
empire. It was thus they interpreted the 
holy predictions of Isaiah, they saw not 
in his glowing descriptions the meek, hum- 
ble and unaspiring chatacter of Christ, and 
their obstinate, and prejudiced understan- 
dings could not comprehend that, a fish= _ 
erman in prophetick language was termed 
a King and the name of Jesus metamor- 
1 into that of (a) Emanuel. But the 


' misfortunes of that deluded people might, 


one should have hoped, been sufficient to 
deter any future priesthood, from a simi- 
lar obstinacy, and perverseness to the 
will of the Almighty. It is manifest then, 
that our Saviour was predicted in many 
1 and figurative passages of the 
old Testament: . is manifest, as St. Au- 
gustin has observed, that he is sometimes 
a King, sometimes a Shepherd, someti- 
mes a Lion a goat, or 4 lamb, sometimes 
he is emblematically represented: by Isaac, 
Moses or Elias, at others by a serpent ora. 
kid. If it was thus shat divine Mercy thought 
fit to foretell tbe coming of our Lord, 
and Saviour, and redemption of the hu- 
man race; how can Hane Horne per mie 
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bis presumptin- to arrkign Eteruzl dem 

for not being more explieit in the predic- 
tions of Brothers ! We know by Expe- 
Tience, we have'learnt in both testaments 
the language of the Lord; and why are 
We to expect that the style, in which Me 
Brothers is signified to the world, is to be 
different from that, which prepared the 
minds of Men, for the reception of our 
| Dlessed reatenter ? He who denies the au- 
thenticity of prophecies, because they are 
figurative, He who combats the promises 
of our Maker, because they are inexplicit, 
He who measures the probability of divi- 
ne truth by the rule of his own understan- 
ding, He who, in defiance of the fathers, 
and the practice of the church, impiously 
reposes on the $oundness of his own argu- 

ments as dictated by his own common sense 
unaided by grace, and unenlightened by 
| «Scripture, has not ouly to combat with the 
authority of Mr Brothers, and the learning, 
and piety of his followers „ but has decla- 
red open war upon every faithful Christian, 
bas thrown his feeble lance against the 
Agis of divine revelation, and has added 
his name to the numerous catalogue of self 
sufficient philosophers, and presumptuous 
scepties, who have profaned this age with 
their N air 
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I come now to aha consideration of 
cha prophecies of Mr Brothers himself: - 
and if I was alarmed at Doctor Hornes 
mode of reasoning, in ende avouting to 
prove that he is not the man denoted in 
: Scripture, His method ofexaminingMr Bro- 
thers's own-prophecies is not calculated to. 
quiet my apprehension: I have too much, | 
respect for the profession of this reverend 
Doctor to take any particular notice of the 
facts recorded in his introduction (a); He 
is uo doubt sufficiently acquainted with the 5 
new ͤtestament to know to whose lot, the 
office of tempting our redee mer fell; ank 
Ido not envy him the satisfactiou of having 


succeeded to the employment of the great 


enemy of Mankind - The adversary of the 
learned and pious Mr. Halhead seems to 
imply, that, the, confession of the latter 
respecting Me Brothers, viz, that his 
writings are replete with grammatical faults, 
destitute of harmony. of. arrangement „ and 
eee diction (05 eme in some mea” i 


"2 9 8 ge Dr Heins onenly-ax avows ; „ that. he 5 
supported an unfounded report, with. the 
antent of perceiving the sensations of Mr 


. Brothers 11 his FOR was Called n 


question.” ns 
"Yom ide H. orne pages 18.and infeap page 2, i 


\ 


sure to prove, th at he is no prophet Ik vul- 
garity of style, inelegance of diction and 
Want of arrangement be indeed i incompa- 
tible with the office of a prophet „Doctor 
Horne is justified in -renouncing in the 
course of three pages (a) all pretensions to 
that sacred character. But this objection 
Which Doctor Horne starts against the 
authenticity of Brothers, has it not been 
alledged as an argument against the four 
only remaining Evangelists ? - How does 
it come to pass that every weapon, Which 35 
this learned divine has employed , has 

been furnisked from the volumes of irre- 
ligion, and impiety! But it seems that it 
is easy to foretell certain occurencies; Doe- 
tor Horne himself foretold them! = What 
are the arguments of the 'sceptics against 
the predictions of the destructions of Je- 
rusalem, and the dispersion of the Jews? 
As, $ay they „the prophecy was not affi- 
Ted to definite tie x60 the Jews were a 
turbulent race, that already had been twice 
conquered, as from the political circum- 
stances of those times, the Roman power 
being irresistible and the force of Palesti- 
ne 6 already eres by re it was _ 
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bable, not to say certain, that in the course 
of a few years Jerusalem would be taken. 


Such is the fluctuarion of human affairs, 


and so frequent the revolutions of empires, 
that bad Jesus Christ foretold the destru- 
 ction off any city, a few ceuturies would have 


accomplished bis prophecy, With regard to 


the dispersion of the Jews over the surface 
of the earth,they-contend that it was rather 


the statement of a fact actually existing 


than the prediction of an event which the 
course of time was to unfold, for they pre- 


tend that the different conquests of Pale- 


Stine, the turbulent and restless character 


of the Hebrews, and the allurements of 


gain, had already drawn{societies of Jews 


to every large city in the Roman dominions. 


In support of this singular opinion they 
adduce several passages from Horace Ju- 


venal Suetonius and Tacitus, and above 


all they found their assertions upon a fact 


related in Philo according to them the 
most authentick of all the Jewish Histo- 


rians - It appears from this that the He- 


rews resident in the Roman empire, ha- 
ving occasion to petition Caligula for the 


contiuuance or renewal of some grant ap- 


pointed Philo, aad several other deputies 


to enforce their entreaties, and that he _ 
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in a memorial presented to the Emperor 


enumerates above a hundred towns in which 


his countrymen had already established 


Synagogues, and were permitted the-free 2 
exercise of their religion. Thus we see how 


ingenious incredulity can mould the sim- 


plest facts to its own malignant purposes; 
and can we then be surprized, that the 


prophecy of Mr. Brothers relating to the 


king of Prussia has been construed into 
nothing more than a lucky guess, or a 
reasonable conclusion from the existing 


State of affairs? But it seems that some 


prediction of Mr Brothers has been con- 
tradicted by the event - Has Mr Halhead 
con fesse d this fact? has Mr Brothers plea- 
ded guilty: to'this"exstraordinary accusa- 
tion ? If not, upon what is founded this 
whe: of: victory and triumph so evident in 
the Writings and conversation of Mr Bro- 


thers adversaries ?- It is thus, that the 


philosophical Writers have presumed to 


attach to the 21 chapter of Saint Lake, 


the character of falsehood: It is from thence 
they maintain that after a distinct descri- 


ption of the end of the world our sa viour 
is made to add in the 32 verse - V erily 


verily Tsay unto: you this generation Shall 
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nxt. 


Thus far Thave endeavoured to:shew,. 
Ws the arguments of Doctor Horne are 
of the same stamp as those, which the 
enemies of religion hare urged against the 


authenticity of the gospel : he parodies 


their arguments against the application of 
the passages cited from the old testament, 
he parodies their assertions in his obser- 
vation upon Mr 'Brothers's predictions , 


and their accomplishment.; and heiscems 
upon all occasions to have recourse to that 


reservoir of presumptuous argument, aud 
boldfaced' profanity to drowu the voice k 
truth and esilenee the gutbority of religion. 
It is from thenee he equips himself in the 
splendid dress of sound argument, that 
Philosophical name for arrogant and pro- 
fane sophisrry; It is in the volumes of scepti- 
eism that he finds the trappings of subtlety 
the paraphernalia of impiety, and the 
impenetrable-grmous: of insolence and ob- 
stinaey; It eis from thenee that he is fur- 
nisbed with the materials for buttressing 
up his presumptuous common sense against 
the force of religious light, and the pres- 
sure of divine authorityiHeave to my rea- 
_ ders the alternative of completely rejecting. 
the arguments of Doctor Horne, or of ad- 
; mitting his-invidious: WOE of n 


to the 3 of our nä and | 
to the evident prejudice of ChristianiTy. It 
remains for me to consider Doctor Hornds 
- insulting method, of provoking Mr Brothers 
to the performance of miracles, as well as 
Several miscellaneous and unconnected're- 
marks upon his person and opinions more 


remarkable for their scurrlity than wit. In 


the memorable temptation of our saviour 
by Satan, one of the most remarkable exer- 
tions of his exeerable ingenuity is his pro- 
vocation to the performance of miracles: 
Jam sorry indeed to find a second instance 
of resemblance in Doctor Horne to the pa- 
rent of mischeif; but I am somewhat con- 
soled upen observing, that the conduct of 
Mr Brothers upon this, and upon similar oc- 
 casions, corresponds exactly with that pur- 
sued by the divine Author of our religion. 
Mr Brothers never has and never will per- 
form miracles for the sole purpose of con- 
vineing obstinate and unbelieving indivi- 
duals; He is not called to the important 


trust, for which he was assigned, in order 


to cxhibit bis talents for the entertainment 


of impertinent curiosity; and he acts in 5 


strict conformity with the precepts and 
practice of our blessed redeemer, in abso- 
lutel refusing to appeal to increduloua 
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minds. by a diapliy: of his e 
endowments ; for if they hear not Moses, 
and the prophets, neither will they be per- 

Suaded, though one rose from the dead. But: 
if this be not a sufficient motive for Mr 
Brothers's refraining from 1airacles, Chri- 
st has already given one Which is yet stron- 
ger in favor of our prophet. It seems 
that in Galilee as in London there were 
men who had shut their ears to conviction, 
and were unwilling to receive the Many. 

so long foretold by. the prophets, and so 
anxiously expected by every true servant 
of the Lord- The very presence and exi- 
stence of such unbelieving and obstinate- 
enemies Was sufficient to deter our Saviour 
from an exercise of his benevolent powers. 
And he did not nay works theres because 
a their unbelief. 2 
Doctor Horus hes: ecaplayy »d nncks 

= time in confuting the resemblance ar 2g 

Me Brothers and Moses = How admirable: 
are the means, by Which Almighty pro- 
vidence baffles the desigas of its enemies“ 
Doctor Horne at the moment that he: 
was composing his attack upon Me Brothers 
Was himself unknowingly contributing to 
that similarity he was so anxious to deny. 


Thas great. W and W 8 
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has been the subjeet of ridicule to the weir 
fligate, and" rhe object of serious attack to 
the more determined infidels ever since 
tbe commencement of Christianity. I wilt 
not shock my pious readers With a citation. 
from the profane and indecent. Voltaire. I 
_ will not revolt the devotion of the Christian, 
with a repetition of the many arguments 
drawn from a celebrated passage of Taci- 
tus by the puny philosophers of this age. 
They cannot conceal their satisfaction at 
discovering, that, that misinformed Histo- 
rian has attributed the miracle of the rock 
to the accidental circumstance of some 
wild asses having been tracked to their 
watering place. As if a Pagan Author, a 
Man unacquainted with the gospel, and 
unaided by the grace of God could be ad- 
mitted as an evidence upon the authenti- 
city of a Hebrew miracle. The f similarit 
of Doctor Hornes treatment of Brothers to 
that which Moses has long experienced, 
having casually led me to the mention of 
de hes fact, My reader will forgive me, if 
my indignation has betrayed: me into an 
unnecessary digression „ 
Io return to Mr Brothers -- Doctor 
Horne asks triumphantly, can any Man of 
ö ordinary understanding 3 that God 


% 
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Would leon! his son 80 much as to send 
a Man prophet after him! By Doctor Hornes 
great anxiety that the question sbould be 
referred to that court, to Which the scep- 
tical writers are so fond of appealing, one 
might be tempted to imagine that he was 
governed by the same laws, and actuated by 
the same motives, as that pernicious, and 
dangerous tripe. But why are we to submit 
this point to the ordinary understanding 
of human beings! Let such be the standard 
of human affairs, let such be the tribunals 
of human disquisitions .. But the idea of 
resorting to it upon questions where revea- 
led truth is concerned, is a notion the most 
subversive of received religion, aud the 
most inimical co Christianity - Ir is a noto- 
rious fact that wherever human reason has 
been consulted, the testament has been con- 
demned; and yet Doctor Horne calls upon 
Mr Deorhous to submit to its decisious , 
and to await its judgements! -In the sa- 
me spirit he attacks Mr Brothers for main- 
taining his assertions by an ipse dixit, and 
expounding for himself the passages in his 
own favor-Doctor Horne forgets, no doubt, 
the memorable passage of scripture , in 
. which our redeemer alledges the grounds 
bol our 1 and e his own inspira- 


{xvimn 


tion by argument - Perily Verily Tsay unto 
you we speuk, that we do know, and testify. 
that we have seen, and ye receive not our. 
ness lohn: ch: 3 Doctor Horne forgets 
also that Christ has condescended in his 
juſinite to mercy be his own expounder he 
forgets that, like Brothers, he leaves for 
the most part those passages Unexplained 
in which there is no particular aliusion 10 
himself. The enemies of Mr Brothers, fin- 
ding Doctor Horne, and the other ad voca- 
ces of their cause unequal to the task they 
had undertaken, despairing of argument 
have had recourse to force, and in imitation 
of the Jewish government, have confined 
him, whom they could not confure. 
Treason was the plea of both these 
arbitrary roceedings, we all hold the 
conduet of Pitare- i in er id detestation, 
and it is but justice to remark, that Me 
Halheads spirited, pathetick, and argumen- 
tative discourse in Parliament has suffi- 
ciently exposed the impolicy, and danger 
of Mr Brothers's confinement - But neither 
the respectable character of Mr Halbead, 
his extensive erudition,nor his power of ar- 
gument have been sufficient to sereen him 
from the suspicions of the-ryrannical ; 
and the attacks of the Malevolent. Ia * 
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however he has experienced the fate of the 
greatest of all the apostles the eloquent, the 
learned, the zealous St. Paul. The enemies of 
the Christian creed have long since felt that 
the conversion of St. Paul affords the elearest 
evidence of the authenticity of the gospel, 
they were conscious that it Was the height 
of improbability, that a man of such a cha- 
racter should become the follower , and 
admirer of an enthusiast or impostor. Thus 
driven as it were to coufess that our blessed 
redeemer was indeed the person he profes- 
sed to be, they ingeniously shifted the char- 
ge e from his enthusiasm to the designs of 

t Paul, and they artfully endeavoured 


to prove that it was not conviction but 


ambition, (a) that induced him to adopt 
the doctrines of our Saviour. If ever the- 


re were two men who stood in the same 


predicament „St. Paul and Mr Halhead 
are those tWo men: They have both filled 
great offices in the government, both are 
men of superior understandings enligh- 
tened by foreign literature; and yet both 
gare suddenly converted to a belief, which 
their contemporaries of equal rank have 
N to consider as eee or r prov 
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fane: And in order that every part of the. 
bistory of the latter should be conforma- 


ble to that of the former, as either con- 
version furnishes a similar argument in fa- 


vor of the authenticity of Brothers, or Chri- 
st, so the enemies of either revelation have 


employed the same means to depreciate 
their authority, and dispute their inten- 
tions. According to the philosophers, St. 

Paul is an hypocrite and a conspirator , 


who being thwarted in some favorite pro- 


8ect of private aggrandisement , „ is atxious 


to make the opinions of Christ the instru- 
ments of his vengeance, or his ambition: 
According to Doctor Horne, Mr Halbead 


is a perverter of the seriptuces, pnd a sup- 


porter of Brothers for private purposes of 


interest, or aggrandisement. They are both 


too learned, too enlightened, and too sen- 
sible to be represented as enthusiasts or 


dupes, they are therefore to be held up to 


general indignation as designing Hipocri- 
tes, and dangerous disturbers of public. 


tranquillity. 


It is impossible 5 8 most careless 7 


observer not to have remarked that, through- 


out Doctor Hornes work. there is a strong 
resemblance to the arguments, which have 


been employed by various zarhorx to com- 


bat the authenticity eren 255 Ibe⸗ : 


lieve that it may be asserted without pre- 


 sumption that the more closely we exa- 


mine the mission of Mr Brothers, the stron- 
ger will be our reasons for admitting that 
it stands upon the same grounds as the 
dſvinity of Christ, and the inspiration of 
the prophets. They have their origin from 
the same source; The confidence in our 
_ own understandings, Which would lead us 
to the disbelief of the one, would mare- 
rially shake our persuasion of the other; 
+ They are to be defended by an appeal to 5 
the same tribunal , and supported by the 


testimonies of 1 Same authority 3 The 


method of reasoning, which 0 the 
one, is equally inimical to the other, and 
he who has gone the length of appealing: 


to his own judgement upon the probabi- | 3 
lity, or the absurdity of Mr Brothers' . 
inspiration, may by the game process un- 


hinge his belief in our Redeemer, and 
stand in open defiance of the evidences of 


Christianity, and the I Lon the 5 
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